
The Reading Rocks! Initiative is part of the Campus Community Partnership 
Foundation’s Mentor Walk program.

Authors and community members read with children in classrooms, after school, at 
libraries, during Mentor Walk programming, and at children’s centers in the Atlanta 
Metropolitan area and beyond as a way to engage students in storytelling. Reading 
Rocks! Fosters the National Campaign for Grade Level Reading.  

Reading with children enhances awareness of cultural diversity of a child while building 
vocabulary, confidence, and communication skills.  It helps explore their world with 
imagination and creativity, enhances discipline, and builds knowledge that reading can 
be fun!

Reading Rocks! by the numbers:
• Read to over 6,000 children since 2014
• Worked with more than 27 schools and children’s centers across Georgia
• Provided over 450 books to kids this year
• Over 90% of students served come from challenging circumstances, low income 

families, and are on receive free and reduced lunch programs

Research shows that a child's reading proficiency at the end of third grade is one of the 
most powerful indicators of future academic success.

1. 41% of White and 42% of Asian-American fourth graders score at or above the 
“proficient” level, just 13% of African-American, 16% of Hispanic-American, and 
18% of American Indian fourth graders do.

2. A child from a middle-income family typically enters first grade with about 1,000 
hours of one-on-one picture book reading time with parents, other relatives, or 
teachers, compared with a child from a low-income family, who averages less 
than 100 hours.

3. First graders from lower-income families have a vocabulary half the size of 
children from higher-income families.

4. By age 3, children in low-income homes will have heard one-third as many words
as children in middle and high-income homes (10 million versus 30 million 
words).
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